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WASHINGTON â��Â Assistant Secretary â��Â Indian Affairs Carl J. Artman today
issuedÂ aÂ proposedÂ  findingÂ notÂ to acknowledge theÂ petitionerÂ known as theÂ JuaneÃ±o
BandÂ of Mission Indians, Acjachemen Nation, (PetitionerÂ #84A) as an Indian tribe. This petitioner,
locatedÂ in San JuanÂ  Capistrano in OrangeÂ County, Calif., has 1,640Â members.

TheÂ evidence in theÂ record demonstrates thatÂ theÂ petitionerÂ does not meet four of theÂ sevenÂ 
mandatory criteriaÂ for Federal acknowledgmentÂ as set forth in 25Â CFR 83.7. In accordance withÂ 
theÂ regulations set forth in 25Â CFR 83.7, theÂ failure to meet all seven criteriaÂ requires aÂ 
determination that theÂ petitioningÂ group is not an Indian tribeÂ within theÂ meaningÂ of Federal
law.Â  Therefore, theÂ Department proposes to declineÂ to acknowledgeÂ theÂ petitioner.

This proposedÂ findingÂ treats theÂ Indian population at theÂ San Juan Capistrano Mission in 1834Â as
theÂ â��historical Indian tribe.â��Â  TheÂ regulations provideÂ for acknowledgment of historical
IndianÂ  â��tribes or groups that haveÂ historically combined.â��Â  TheÂ evidence in theÂ record
establishes by aÂ  reasonableÂ likelihoodÂ that as aÂ result of Spanish policy, theÂ Indian population of
theÂ missionÂ  becameÂ an entity consistingÂ of Indian tribes or groups thatÂ hadÂ combined.
Therefore, theÂ  proposedÂ findingÂ evaluates whetherÂ theÂ petitionerÂ meets theÂ acknowledgment
criteriaÂ byÂ  demonstratingÂ that it is aÂ continuation of theÂ Indian tribes that historically
combinedÂ at theÂ  mission by 1834.

TheÂ four criteriaÂ theÂ petitionerÂ does notÂ meet areÂ criteriaÂ 83.7(a), 83.7(b), 83.7(c)
andÂ 83.7(e).

Criterion 83.7(a)Â requires that external observers haveÂ identifiedÂ theÂ petitionerÂ as an AmericanÂ 
Indian entity on aÂ substantially continuous basis since 1900. TheÂ availableÂ evidence demonstrates
that external observers identifiedÂ theÂ petitionerÂ as an American Indian entity on aÂ  substantially
continuous basis since 1997, notÂ sinceÂ 1900.

Criterion 83.7(b) requires that aÂ predominant portion of theÂ petitioningÂ group has comprisedÂ aÂ 
distinct community sinceÂ historical times. TheÂ availableÂ evidence does
notÂ demonstrateÂ thatÂ theÂ petitionerÂ evolvedÂ as aÂ distinct community from theÂ historical
Indian tribeÂ that existedÂ at SanÂ  Juan Capistrano Mission in 1834.

Criterion 83.7(c)Â requires that theÂ petitioningÂ groupÂ has maintainedÂ political influenceÂ overÂ its
members as an autonomous entity sinceÂ historical times. TheÂ availableÂ evidenceÂ does notÂ 
demonstrateÂ thatÂ theÂ petitionerÂ maintainedÂ politicalÂ influence or authority overÂ its
membersÂ as anÂ  autonomous entity from 1834Â until theÂ present.

Criterion 83.7(e)Â requires that aÂ petitionerâ��s membersÂ descendÂ from aÂ historical Indian tribe.
TheÂ  availableÂ evidenceÂ shows that only twoÂ percentÂ of theÂ petitionerâ��s 1,640Â members
demonstratedÂ  descentÂ from theÂ historical San Juan Capistrano Mission Indian tribe. TheÂ three
criteriaÂ theÂ petitionerÂ meets areÂ criteriaÂ 83.7(d), 83.7(f), andÂ 83.7(g).
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Criterion 83.7(d) requires that theÂ petitionerÂ provideÂ aÂ copy of its governingÂ document.

Criterion 83.7(f) requires that theÂ petitionerâ��s membershipÂ beÂ composedÂ principally of persons
who areÂ notÂ members of anotherÂ Federally recognizedÂ Indian tribe.Â 

Criterion 83.7(g) requires that theÂ petitionerÂ notÂ beÂ subject to legislation
forbiddingÂ theÂ FederalÂ  relationship.

TheÂ petitionerÂ didÂ notÂ meet all of theÂ seven mandatory criteriaÍ¾ therefore, it didÂ notÂ qualify
for acknowledgment underÂ theÂ Departmentâ��s regulations.

Notice of this proposedÂ findingÂ will beÂ publishedÂ in theÂ Federal Register. As providedÂ by 25Â 
CFR 83.10(i), theÂ petitionerÂ or any individual or organization wishingÂ to challengeÂ or support
theÂ  proposedÂ findingÂ shall haveÂ 180Â days afterÂ theÂ noticeâ��s publication dateÂ to submit
arguments andÂ  evidenceÂ to rebut or supportÂ theÂ proposedÂ findingÂ beforeÂ any final
determination is issued.Â 

AfterÂ theÂ 180Â day comment period, theÂ petitionerÂ will haveÂ an additional 60Â days
toÂ respondÂ toÂ  theÂ comments from interestedÂ parties. AfterÂ theÂ responseÂ periodÂ closes,
theÂ Department willÂ  beginÂ workÂ on aÂ final determination.

TheÂ Assistant Secretary â��Â Indian Affairs has responsibility for fulfillingÂ theÂ Interior
Departmentâ��s trust responsibilities andÂ promotingÂ selfÂ-determination on behalf of theÂ 562Â 
Federally recognizedÂ American Indian andÂ AlaskaÂ NativeÂ tribal governments. TheÂ AssistantÂ 
Secretary also oversees theÂ BureauÂ of Indian Affairs, which is responsibleÂ for providingÂ services
toÂ approximately 1.8Â million individualÂ American Indians andÂ AlaskaÂ Natives from
theÂ FederallyÂ  recognizedÂ tribes, andÂ theÂ OfficeÂ of Federal Acknowledgment (OFA), which is
responsibleÂ for administeringÂ theÂ Federal Acknowledgment Process.

Copies of theÂ proposedÂ findingÂ andÂ Federal RegisterÂ notice will beÂ postedÂ on theÂ Department
of theÂ Interior websiteÂ atÂ http://www.doi.gov
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